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• Drug-related crimes involve violent
behaviors induced by the effects of a
drug or illegal activity that is motivated
by continued drug use.

• Crimes associated with drug use
involve illegal activities that may have
occurred while a person was under the
influence of an illegal substance but
those activities were not a direct result
of the drug use.118

The time order of the drug–crime link (i.e., 
“Which came first?”) has been the primary 
research focus of a number of investigators. 
Studies have revealed that individuals who 
engage in substance use, such as cocaine, her-
oin, or marijuana, have consistently engaged 
in criminal behavior prior to, or while, using 
illegal drugs.119 Further, the research reveals 
that substance use does not necessarily pre-
cipitate an individual’s involvement in criminal 
activity; however, substance use does influence 
the extent of crime, the types of crime, and the 
length of time an individual engages in crimi-
nal behavior.120 In this vein, “existing data and 
research indicate that drug abuse and criminal 
activity are a part of a broader set of integrated 
deviant behaviors involving crime, drug use, 
and, often, high-risk sex.”121

Duane McBride and Clyde McCoy suggest that to enhance our understanding of the rela-
tionship between drug use and criminal behavior, one should apply an analytical frame-
work that incorporates the following issues: (1) the historical underpinnings of current 
perspectives; (2) the types of drugs and criminal behavior; (3) the statistical relationship, 
specifically the extent and type of criminal behavior among different types of drug users, as 
well as the extent and type of drug use among different types of criminals; (4) the etiologi-
cal nature of the relationship, such as causality and interaction; (5) the theoretical inter-
pretations of the relationships; and (6) the policy implications of research conclusions.122 
Benjamin Nordstrom and Charles Dackis conducted an extensive review of the literature 
that focuses on addiction and crime. They sought to assess whether there is support for any 
of the three leading hypotheses that attempt to explain the drug–crime association:

1. Drug use and criminal behavior have a common cause, which might be biological, 
psychological, or sociological.

2. Drug use influences criminal behavior by either disinhibiting behavior or creating
the need to finance a drug habit.

3. Deviance increases the likelihood of drug use later, such as in seeking deviant,
drug-using peers.123

For instance, they found research that examined various risk factors associated with 
both substance abuse and criminal behavior. These factors included the history of 
victimization, attachment to parents, a propensity for violence or aggression, and 

1. In 1898, the Bayer Company developed __________, an
opium derivative that was 10 times more powerful than
morphine.

2. The __________ Amendment prohibited the manufacture,
sale, or transportation of intoxicating liquors in the United
States.

3. Some have argued that were it not for the zeal of
__________, the commissioner of the new Federal Bureau
of Narcotics, marijuana might be legal in the United States
today.

4. Some researchers have noted that after years of research,
medical experts have not identified a distinctive condition,
syndrome, or disorder among babies born of drug-abusing
mothers that merits the label __________.

5. New Zealand and __________ are the only countries
that allow pharmaceutical companies to advertise their
products directly to consumers.
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